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By Clifford Owen—Potomac News
Richard Elderth shown at the scene of Rockledge fire

1an who reported fofe

 E\derth of the 1400 block of
;, arrested Friday, was
Sakey. musbocts 3a- the
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Department were instrumental in the
investigation which led to Elderth’s
arrest.

Elderth was arrested Feb. 2 by Prince

William police and charged with

‘burglary, grand larceny auto and two

counts of petty larceny after he allegedly
had taken a truck from Cope Ford in
Woodbridge, stole gasoline from
Taylor’s Arco on Gordon Boulevard and
stole a license plate found on the truck,
said county police.

Prince William police, aware of

Elderth’s possible involvement in the

Mﬁﬁ ‘arson, then notified Jessup.
by the state police in
was charged Friday
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and returned to Prince William County.

Elderth was released on $20,000 bond
in the custody of his mother with whom
he lives. A preliminary court hearing
was set for March 18.

Investigator William Wieland from the
criminal investigation division of Prince
William police said Elderth is a former
employee of Cope Ford, He said Elderth
reportedly was drinking the night he was
arrested for allegedly stealing a truck
from Cope Ford. Weiland said Elderth
was last employed as a construction

tioned Elderth

about the truck incident, said he “‘put
—See ARSON, Page A-2

questiol

and $1,515,000 in 1978-1979.

« Stafford County’s tures for
Parks and Recreation in 1977-1978 was
the seventh largest
association said the current budget calls
for a 36 percent increase in this depart-
ment’s budget — ‘‘a cause for alarm for
all citizens’” in view of the tax collection
problems noted by the association. The
association is against what it calls a “‘pet
projects” list announced recently and
the inclusion of funds for restoration of
George Washington’s boyhood home,

Ferry Farm, and the building of a park ’

site there or at Lauck’s Island.

= Capital outlays made by Stafford in
1977-1978 were the highest in all Virginia
counties.
. » The costs to operate the Stafford

in Virginia. The
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Refugee’s d
brings reac

By NANCY BREEDEN
and DAVE ROMAN

Louis Dominguez, administrative
assistant at the Prince William Hospital,
isheadlngadrlvetnraisemoneylora
reward to anyone with information
leading to the arrest and conviction of
the hit-and-run motorists who Kkilled 11-

year-old Tran Le Hoa.
Tran Le Hoa, a Vietnamese refugee,
g:‘s mwm'm < r
ve ursday evenlngin

front of Stonewall Mi

minguuplanstoaetupthefundat
the United Virginia Bank because it has
a lot. oi ‘branches and would make it
easier for to contribute to the

hmd.l!emdhehopeshohavesloooby
Wednesday.
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